Name: _____________
Ecosystems Vocabulary
Pick 9 of the terms below to define and illustrate and give an example. The words that have an * by them are MUST KNOW words. 
Terms: Ecosystems, Biosphere, Abiotic*, Biotic*, Organisms, Photosynthesis , Ecological Succession, Cellular Respiration, Organisms, Ecological Pyramid*, Bioaccumulation*, Scavengers, Decomposers, Microorganisms, Producers, Primary Consumers, Secondary Consumers, Tertiary Consumers, Food Web*
	Term
	Picture
	Definition
	Examples

	1)Bioaccumulation
	[image: ]
	When a substance, element is passed on in a food chain to the top consumer.

	Toxins, pesticides, chemicals and mercury build up in the food chain.

	2)Biotic




	
	Anything that is living or was once living
	Humans, plants, birds, bacteria, fungi, protists, wood, 

	3) Abiotic



	
	Not living, never was
	Rain, water, minerals, pH (acidic levels), sunlight, air, rocks, dirt, heat, cold, electricity, pollution, 

	4) Photosynthesis




	
	The process by which plants convert Co2 to make food
	Plants turn CO2 into sugar and NRG

	5) Biosphere




	
	Known as an ecosphere. All the ecosystems in a similar area
	Earth
Coral Reef
Arctic
Desert
Pond / swamp

	6) Food Web




	
	The network of feeding relationships (food chain)
Interlocking interconnecting food chains
	Grass – zebra / rabbit – fox - eagle – lion - vulture

	7) ecosystem



	
	A community of living organisms and their interactions
	Coral reef, desert, amazon, forest, jungle, pond, mangrove, prairie, tundra, safari

	8)Ecological Pyramid




	
	A diagram that shows the relationship between organisms in an eco system.
	

	9) micro organism





	
	A living organism that cannot be seen with the unaided human eye
	Bacteria, algae, virus, amoeba, protozoa, parasite, dustmite

	10) producers





	
	The bottom level of a food pyramid, typically includes all the plants of an ecosystem
	Grass, flower, trees, ferns, mosses, reeds


11) Primary Consumers – eat the producers of an ecosystem – rabbits, bugs, cows, deer, elephants, humans…
[bookmark: _GoBack]12) Secondary Consumer – Eat Primary consumers in a food web (carnivore) – fox, hawk, owls, dogs, frogs, lions, spiders, cats, snakes and penguins
13) Tertiary  consumers – Eat Secondary consumers – humans, cats, pumas, shark
14) Scavengers – Animals that consume organisms that have died – rats, vultures, crows, raccoons, insets (flies), coyote, seagull, hyena, humans (gross), Jackal
15) Decomposer – Breaks down dead organic material into its nutrient forms – mushrooms, worms, bacteria
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